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Population  

132,250  
(2011 census) 

 
 

 
Median Age  

37 yrs 
 
 
 
 

AREA  

309.7 sq kms 
 
 
 
 

 
MAJOR TOWNS:  
- Wallsend  
 
- Merewether  
 
- New Lambton  

 
ROADS:  
Newcastle CBD /  
The Hunter Valley  
- 2 hours from Sydney 
 
Newcastle  
to Pacific Highway  
- 6 min 
 
Newcastle to F3 

Freeway - 23 min 
 
DISTANCES:  
To Newcastle Private 

Hospital - 15 min 
 
To Newcastle Train 

Station - 3 min 
 
To Newcastle 

Airport - 28 min 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEWCASTLE - At a Glance 
 
 
162 kilometres North of Sydney and situated prominently at the mouth 

of the Hunter River, lies the city of Newcastle. As Australia’s seventh 

largest city, Newcastle offers all the benefits and amenities of a large city 

but with all the friendliness of a regional town. 
 
»» Newcastle is the economic and trade centre for the resource rich 

Hunter Valley and for much of the north and northwest of NSW  

»» The commercial, administrative and industrial centre of The 

Hunter Valley  

»» Has one of the world’s largest coal export ports  

 
Newcastle is a modern city with a rich heritage and stunning coastline. It 

boasts a diversified commercial, cultural, trade and industrial economy. 
This robust economy ensures Newcastle continues to maintain its 

position as one of Australia’s key business destinations. It is a city that is 

always changing, a city with world class business, research and industry, 

and a city of hardworking people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map showing the greater Newcastle area 
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LIFESTYLE 
 
 
Newcastle is a thriving cosmopolitan city with a relaxed coastal lifestyle, 

vibrant cultural life, and civic pride. Combined with a low cost of living and 
a favourable climate, Newcastle presents a relaxed and welcoming lifestyle. 
 

Climate 
 
The average temperatures range between 18 – 27 degrees Celsius. 
 

Entertainment 
 
Newcastle is the ideal place to catch some culture, with a cluster of galleries 

and boutiques along Darby Street, Newcastle East and Cooks Hill. Watch a 

performance at the spectacularly-restored Art Deco Civic Theatre, which 

presents an amazing, diverse range of shows; visit Newcastle Art Gallery, 

one of Australia’s leading regional galleries with a magnificent collection of 

local, national and international artists and a full schedule of impressive  
travelling exhibitions.  
Newcastle is home to some of the best entertainment venues on Australia’s 

eastern coast and offers many of the usual city comforts - restaurants, cafes, 

parks and gardens, theatres, art galleries, shopping centres and nightclubs. 
 

The Great Outdoors 
 
Newcastle consists of some of Australia’s best beaches and waterways 
for swimming, surfing, sailing and other water sports. The harbour is 

edged by large expanses of parkland, where people gather for picnics, 
bike rides, rollerblading, jogging, or simply flying a kite.  
This seaside city is encircled by a spectacular coastline offering pristine 

beaches, amazing surf, family friendly waters, shady picnic grounds and 
two stunning unique salt water ocean baths.  
There are six patrolled beaches within 5kms of the city centre each with its 

own distinctive personality. The Newcastle Ocean Baths offer a rugged pool 

structure with a stunning Art Deco facade. The Merewether Ocean Baths, the 

largest baths complex in the Southern Hemisphere, provides a  
truly unique experience. 
 

Wining & Dining 
 
To satisfy your appetite Newcastle offers a diverse range of dining. Sip 

cocktails at one of the many harbour side restaurants with bustling maritime 

views by day and glittering vistas by night. Dine in cosmopolitan Beaumont 

Street home to a range of Mediterranean restaurants and quirky sidewalk 

cafes. Check out the live music at one of our many local pubs around the city 

and finish up with late night coffee at funky inner city Darby Street. For those 

who prefer fine dining, go no further than  
Newcastle city centre, a busy business precinct with a smattering of first 
class restaurants. Newcastle East also boasts a range of first class 
restaurants with sweeping views of the harbour and beaches.  
The Honeysuckle Precinct is the region’s foremost social gathering 

place. Home to inviting cafes, world-class restaurants and hotels, 

extensive public spaces, boardwalks, outstanding residential apartments 

and townhouses, a marina and a variety of busy commercial centres. 

There truly is something always happening at Honeysuckle.  
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POPULATION and EMPLOYMENT 
 
 

Population 
 
According to the 2011 census, Newcastle LGA had a population of 

155,737 people and the Newcastle metropolitan area, as of June 2011, is 

the seventh most populated city in New South Wales. 
 
- 39,940 families - 

Male – 76,686 
- Female – 79,051 

 

Employment 
 
The coal mining industry continues to be a major employer in NSW. At 

the end of June 2007 there were 13,392 people directly employed in the 

five coalfield regions across NSW. More than half the workforce is based 

in the Hunter. 
 
Newcastle is among the strongest regional economies in New South 

Wales. Between 2006 and 2011, the number of people employed in the 

City of Newcastle showed an increase of 7,829 persons and the number 

unemployed showed a decrease of 609 persons. 
 
The latest Hunter Valley Research Foundation figures released show the 

region recorded employment growth of 2.5 per cent over the past 12 

months. As a result, unemployment dropped to 4.9 per cent in the March 

quarter. Approximately 70,256 people living in the City of Newcastle are 

employed, of which 61% are working full time and 37% part time. 
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EDUCATION and HEALTH 
 
 

Education 
 
The University of Newcastle is an Australian public university that was 

established in 1965. The University’s main and largest campus is located 

in Callaghan, a suburb of Newcastle. The University also has campuses in 

Ourimbah, Port Macquarie, Singapore and Sydney CBD. The university 

has enrolled approximately 15,256 full-time students and 15,080 part-

time students (including more than 23,948 undergraduates). 
 
The University of Newcastle produces self-confident, well-equipped, job-

ready graduates. Their employment rates and starting salaries are higher 

than the national average – 83% of Bachelor degree graduates aged 

under 25 get a full-time job within four months of finishing their studies. 
 
 
Callaghan Campus - The Callaghan campus is the university’s main and 

largest campus. It is located in the Newcastle suburb of Callaghan 

situated approximately 12 kilometres from Newcastle CBD. The campus 

is placed on 140 hectares of natural bush land within which the 

university’s numerous buildings are located. Many of the university’s 

operations are run out of the Callaghan campus, including student 

administration, course and degree program planning, and the  
university’s Teaching and Learning division. 
 
 

Health 
 
One of Australia’s newest teaching hospitals - the John Hunter, located 

just 15 minutes from the Newcastle CBD, has over 550 beds and is the 

busiest trauma centre in NSW and is the only major trauma service 

outside Metropolitan Sydney. The Royal Newcastle Centre (formerly 

Royal Newcastle Hospital), opened next to the John Hunter Hospital in 

April 2006, providing another 144 beds. 
 
The John Hunter Children’s Hospital and Royal Newcastle Centre are 

located within the same building as the John Hunter Hospital. 
 
The Newcastle Mater Misericordiae Hospital at Waratah has 191 beds 

available. It is a public hospital and offers services such as breast 

screening, coronary care, day surgery, intensive care, alcohol/drug, 

medical, anaesthetics, occupational therapy, oncology, palliative care, 

pathology, and physiotherapy. 
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES 
 
 
 

Newcastle Coal Infrastructure Group 
 
Since commencing operations in 2010, Newcastle 

Coal Infrastructure Group (NCIG) has established 

itself as a premier coal export facility. The terminal 

is an integral part of Australia’s coal supply chain, 

ensuring reliability and continuity of coal supply 

from the Newcastle, Hunter Valley, Gloucester,  
Gunnedah and Western Coalfields to the world 

export market. Based at the Port of Newcastle, the 

world’s leading export of coal, NCIG exports 

thermal, and on occasion, metallurgical coal from 

the Newcastle, Hunter Valley, Gloucester,  
Gunnedah and Western Coalfields to destinations 

around the world. 

 
 

 
Newcastle is Australia’s oldest 

and one of the largest tonnage 

throughput ports, 
 

with coal exports representing 
 

more than 90% 
 

of total throughout tonnage 
 
 

 

The Port of Newcastle 
 
The Port of Newcastle is Australia’s oldest and one 

of the largest tonnage throughput ports, with coal 

exports representing more than 90% of total 

throughput tonnage. It is recognised as a major 

strategic asset for the New South Wales economy. 

It is an important trading gateway handling over 

$17 billion in trade annually and generating 

employment for thousands of people both directly 

and indirectly. 

 

The Port of Newcastle has a range of port 

infrastructure to service a variety of trades. Whilst 

bulk trades, such as coal, comprise the majority of 

trade through the port, there are facilities to handle 

general cargo, break-bulk goods and containers. In 

fact 10 out of 15  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
operational berths are allocated to non-coal trade. 

Infrastructure within the port includes coal terminals 

operated by Port Waratah Coal Services P/L, bulk 

liquid terminal for vegetable oils, agri-food storage 

and loading, local and national road and rail access 

and storage sheds adjacent to berths. 

 

Steelworks 
 
Steel has played a major role in the Newcastle 

trilogy for nearly a century. It has provided the 

impetus needed for the development of the 

Australian Manufacturing Industry, more 

importantly it has pioneered the development of 

essential technologies in the fields of metallurgy and 

specialised ship design. 

 

Today OneSteel, a spin-off of BHP steel making is 

the only reminder of the steel era in Newcastle. 

However, ships of the company’s fleet are regular 

visitors, and vessels like the purpose built bulk 

carrier Iron Pacific continue to carry Newcastle coal 

to many Asian countries. For nearly a century, the 

port of Newcastle had grown and prospered, with 

coal providing the necessary stimulus. 

 

Aerospace 
 
The proposed Willliamtown Aerospace Park (WAP) 

will be a 75-hectare aerospace and technology 

business park adjacent to Newcastle Airport and 

RAAF Base Williamtown. Its development will 

facilitate the next-generation Air Force operational 

capability expansion and solidify RAAF Base 

Williamtown as 
 
Australia’s premier jet fighter training facility and 

future home of the Jet Strike Fighter. 

 
A major taxiway upgrade and extension to the 

existing RAAF Base Williamtown runway will contain 

infrastructure for in-country facilities for major 

international prime defence contractors. 
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UTILITIES and TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 
 

Electricity 
 
The Australian Government has provided up to $100 million to the Smart 

Grid, Smart City initiative that will provide an electricity system of the 

future—one that uses ICT to improve the efficiency of power production, 

delivery and use. The project will employ a mix of innovative 

technologies to provide the potential of smart grids to manage peak 

electricity demand, identify and resolve faults on the grid, and help 

customers make informed choices about their energy use. The project, 

conducted in NSW’s Newcastle and the Hunter regions is currently being 

rolled out. 
 
Newcastle has also been included in Prime Minister Gillard’s three-year 

plan to connect 3.5 million Australian homes in stage one of the national 

broadband network (NBN) rollout. Over the next three years, 

construction of the fibre optic component of the NBN will be underway or 

completed in areas containing 3.5 million premises, in 1500 communities 

across every state and territory in Australia. 
 

Water 
 
Hunter Water supplies water to over half-a-million people from seven 

local government areas - Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, Wyong, Maitland, 

Cessnock, Port Stephens and Dungog. Over 200,000 properties are 

connected to this water supply network. 
 
Drinking water in Newcastle is of a very high standard and is well within 

the national guideline 
requirements. 
 

Telecommunications 
 
The telecommunications network in Newcastle rivals that of capital cities. 

The region is serviced by national carriers Telstra, Telstra Country Wide, 

Optus, Powertel and AAPT. Local carriers, Soul and Ipera, provide a 

range of state -of the-art telephone and high speed broadband services, 

with optical fibre loops running through Newcastle  
CBD and offering gigabit Ethernet capabilities. All exchanges are linked to 

the national network for carriage of voice and data. The Hunter is 

connected to the internet by a range of local and national internet service 

providers. Uptake of the internet in the Hunter is greater than the 

national average. Most areas have ISDN facilities available to home and 

business. DSL Broadband is available to approximately 85 percent of the 

Hunter’s population with 95 percent coverage in Newcastle and Lake 

Macquarie. 
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Newcastle  

Airport 

passenger 

numbers 

have 

soared to 
 

1,209,021 
 

over the  

2010  

2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newcastle 

Airport 
 
is Australia’s 

fastest 

growing 

regional 

airport 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TRANSPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newcastle has a highly efficient transport infrastructure, providing fast 

and integrated links within the region and to the rest of NSW, Australia 

and the world. This infrastructure includes the Port of Newcastle, 

Newcastle Airport and a comprehensive road and rail network. 

 

Air 
 
Newcastle Airport (Williamtown), is serviced by direct daily flights from  
Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne, Canberra and the Gold Coast as well as 

several regional NSW centers. All three major domestic carriers 

(Quantaslink, Virgin Blue, Jetstar) as well as regional carriers 

(Brindabella & Aeropelican) operate services in and out of Newcastle 

airport. Cessnock is open to charter flights and private aircraft. 
 
The airport, which is a joint venture between Newcastle City Council and 

Port Stephens Council, has experienced rapid growth since 2000 as a 

result of an increase in low cost airline operations. 
 
In December 2005, Newcastle Airport completed an $8.25 million 

expansion of it’s passenger terminal, and in 2006, expanded it’s car 

parking facilities to accommodate a fast growing market. As a result, 

passenger numbers have soared to 1,209,021 over the 2010/2011 period 

an increase of 84,858 more passengers than the 2009/2010 period. 
 
Newcastle Airport hopes to add direct flights to Perth, Adelaide and  
Cairns within 12 months as it positions itself to become an international 

destination in its own right. The potential new routes are in line with the 

airport’s plans for more infrastructure to boost domestic and 

international business. 
 
“If we are able to get Perth and Adelaide, that will give us flexibility to do 

New Zealand and if we get that happening and we can filter Asian 

visitors through Cairns, the next step will be to fly directly to Asia” –  
Chief Executive Paul Hughes. 
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Roads 
 
Newcastle has a highly developed network of 

highways and arterial roads. This combined with 

over 100 national and regional transport 

companies operating in the region, allows for fast 

and efficient movement of freight. A core road 

network consisting of a freeway and three main 

highways facilitate the smooth flow of traffic into 

and out of the Hunter. 

 
The Hunter Expressway Project 

will provide a 
 

NEW DUAL CARRIAGEWAY  
between the  

F3 and the New England Highway 

 
The Sydney to Newcastle F3 Freeway is part of 

the National Highway network. It is the main 

corridor linking Newcastle to Sydney, providing a 

driving time of less than two hours between the 

two cities. The F3 also connects Newcastle with 

Brisbane, regional Queensland and North 

Western NSW. It has links to the New England 

and Pacific Highways and carries 60,000 cars and 

7,000 freight vehicles each day. Currently under 

construction is the Hunter expressway project 

which will provide a new dual carriageway 

between the F3 and the New England Highway 

near Branxton. The project will provide six 

strategic interchanges along the route to service 

local communities and provide significant traffic 

relief to the New England Highway between 

Weakleys Drive and Branxton. The provision of a 

new and more direct route will relieve congestion 

between the Rutherford, Maitland and Thornton 

regions and Newcastle, and reduce travel times 

between Newcastle and Branxton. 
 
The Pacific Highway runs from Sydney to  
Brisbane along the NSW coast, passing through 

the centre of Newcastle. 
 
The New England Highway provides passage to 

Brisbane and to the north-west of NSW via the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New England region. It is the preferred route for 

road freight through to Brisbane and services the 

Upper Hunter towns of Maitland, Singleton, 

Muswellbrook and Scone. 
 
The Hunter also has a network of arterial roads 

that link the major industrial suburbs of 

Newcastle and Lake Macquarie with the Port of 

Newcastle, Newcastle Airport and the major 

highways. 
 

Rail 
 
Newcastle is serviced by two CityRail lines providing 

local and regional commuter services. The 

Newcastle & Central Coast Line has hourly train 

services to Sydney and more frequent services to 

the Central Coast. The Hunter Line has twice -hourly 

services to Maitland. Countrylink (an 

intercity/interstate rail service) operate two lines 

through the Newcastle area using Broadmeadow 

Station. These provide services to Moree, Armidale, 

Brisbane and Sydney. 
 
The aptly named Coal Lines are dedicated rail 

lines for the coal trains that travel from the 

Hunter Valley to the Port of Newcastle. These 

lines are constructed on the western side of the 

main passenger and general freight lines. 
 
CityRail operates a regular daily scheduled 

electric passenger rail service between Newcastle 

and Sydney with a travel time of 2.5 hours. Half- 

hourly services run from Newcastle to Maitland, 

while three services per day operate between 

Muswellbrook and Newcastle. 
 
State Transit operates bus services throughout 

the Newcastle and adjoining Lake Macquarie 

suburbs. In addition, a ferry service from 

Newcastle to Stockton across the Hunter River 

links residents in that area to the City. Private 

bus services also provide connections with Upper 

and Lower Hunter towns and Newcastle to 

augment the government operated services. 
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