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Commonwealth Games 

Less than four years from now the Gold Coast will be presented to the world, and Queenslanders will 
be celebrating the opening ceremony of the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games. From 4 to 15 
April 2018, Queensland’s Gold Coast will host the 21st Commonwealth Games. It will be the fifth 
time Australia has staged the Commonwealth Games, and the very first time it will be held here in a 
regional city.  
 
At that time, Australia will also be given the opportunity to secure its reputation as a premier 
destination for business and international events. Both large and small businesses – and everyone in 
Queensland - will be able to show the world what it’s made of. 
 
Up to 30,000 new jobs will be created in preparing and hosting the Commonwealth Games. These 
jobs will range from areas such as construction through to event management. Plans and 
preparations are well underway to ensure Queensland is ready to provide athletes and visitors alike 
with a spectacular experience. 
 
Over the next three and a half years, the City of the Gold Coast will continue to work closely with the 
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation and the Queensland Government to stage 
what will be the largest event in Australia for a decade. New or upgraded sporting facilities and 
infrastructure that will be used for the Commonwealth Games will deliver significant benefits for the 
people of the Gold Coast long after the event.  

An artist's impression of how the Games facilities will look 

Source: http://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/documents/bf/annual-plan-2014 

http://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/documents/bf/annual-plan-2014


 
 
 
  

 

 
 

These benefits are already being 
realised, with the redevelopment of 
the Gold Coast Aquatic Centre at 
Southport brought forward two 
years ahead of schedule to host the 
2014 Pan Pacific Swimming 
Championships.  
 
During 2014-15, detailed legacy 
planning will continue to ensure the 
city maximises the unique 
opportunity presented by the 
Commonwealth Games to secure 
positive community benefits in 
areas such as sport, health, arts and 
culture, business, tourism and the 
environment. 
 

 

Artist impression of Commonwealth Games Athletes Village. 

 

 

The Carrara Super Sports Precinct will be a prime activity centre during the Games with opening and closing ceremonies to be held at 

Metricon Stadium. 

 

 

The soon-to-be-built Coomera Sport and Leisure Centre will be a gymnastics, netball and basketball hub during the 2018 

Commonwealth Games. 

 

 

Artist impression of Commonwealth Games Athletes Village. Coomera Sport & Leisure Centre 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Gold Coast Cultural Precinct 
 
Planning for a beating Gold Coast cultural heart has been underway for many years. Community awareness and support has 
grown through successive Council and community initiatives. With a compelling case for development of a cultural precinct, 
the City of Gold Coast selected Evandale. Framed by the Nerang River, the site has spectacular views east to the coastal 
skyline and the city’s mountain backdrop to the west. Evandale is currently home to The Arts Centre Gold Coast which, since 
its establishment 25 years ago, has outgrown its visual and performing arts facilities. 
 
And when the world’s eyes are trained on the Gold Coast during the 2018 Commonwealth Games, the city also wants the 
spotlight to shine on its wealth of artistic talent, cultural diversity and creative enterprise. 
 
A cultural precinct will create a focal point, a new kind of civic square that will be a destination for locals and tourists. It will 
be a place where people come together to engage with arts, culture and each other, a place that ‘makes visible’ the Gold 
Coast’s cultural and creative life. 
 
In 2018, this cultural precinct will also be integral to the success of the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games: as a ‘live site’ with 
a focus on arts and cultural programming. 
 
Funding for detailed design of Stage One of the city’s landmark new Cultural Precinct, at Evandale, has been approved in the 
City Budget 2014-15, delivered on 18 June 2014. With work planned to start early in 2016, Stage One would include an 
outdoor amphitheatre for civic and cultural celebrations such as Citizenship and Australia Day celebrations, opera in the park 
and simulcasts and cultural festivals.  
 
Also proposed in Stage One is a Riverside Gallery to store and display more of the city’s wonderful art collection in the lead-
up to construction of the Cultural Precinct’s Art Tower in a future stage of development. Also included in Stage One are early 
outdoor Artscape works, such as enhancements to Evandale Lake and landscaping and paving connecting the amphitheatre 
and new Riverside Gallery. Completion of Stage One is expected before the city hosts the Commonwealth Games in 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Source: http://youtu.be/L0pZZhFV4ro; http://www.goldcoastculturalprecinct.info/Stage%201 
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Southport CBD 
 

The City of Gold Coast is working to revitalise the Gold Coast CBD as a dynamic and vibrant urban centre that 
will position the Gold Coast as a globally competitive business, investment and lifestyle destination. A number 
of significant projects are already underway from both the government and the private sector. From the 
beautiful Broadwater to the old Southport hospital site, the core area of Southport will become a hub of 
innovative business, economic activity, entertainment and leisure. 
 
The Gold Coast CBD is undergoing an exciting period of transformation with more than $5 billion worth of 
public or private investment either planned or underway. These projects provide the foundation to 
support future development and deliver sophisticated transportation links, high-tech knowledge hubs, vibrant 
multi-cultural precincts and world-class sporting infrastructure. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G: Link Light Rail 

Recently completed, stage one of the $1.6 billion Gold Coast G: Link 
Light Rail project was delivered through a dense, complex urban 
environment. Stage one links Southport to Griffith University and the 
Gold Coast Health and Knowledge Precinct in the north, through to the 
city’s leisure and entertainment centres of Surfers Paradise and 
Broadbeach in the south. 
 
The G: Link includes 16 stations, 13 kilometres of rail, a fleet of 14 trams 
and bus interchanges at Broadbeach and Southport stations. With direct 
links to the CBD, the G: Link is a vital piece of transportation 
infrastructure for the Gold Coast. 

 

Chinatown 

Currently under construction, the $6.8 million Chinatown precinct is one of the key 
initiatives to revitalise Southport as an internationally focused CBD. Located on Young 
and Davenport Streets, Gold Coast Chinatown is adjacent to the busy Southport 
station, Australia Fair Metro shopping centre and Queensland TAFE. 
 
As the City's most culturally diverse centre, Chinatown is driven by the Gold Coast's 
Asian community and will be the place where the Gold Coast community celebrate the 
best of Asian culture, with an exciting mix of restaurants, cultural festivals and 
boutique retail. 
 
This modern representation of Chinatown will encourage Asian tourists and foster 
international relationships. Chinatown will contribute to our strengths as a diverse 
tourism city and as a destination in which to live, do business and be entertained. 

 

Southport Broadwater Parklands 

Southport Broadwater Parklands will be a focus of the 2018 Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games with a number of sporting events including swimming, the 
marathon, gymnastics and basketball to be held there.  
 
Stages 1and 2 of the recently completed $60 million Southport Broadwater 
Parklands have been embraced by the community, establishing the parklands as a 
popular destination for recreation, entertainment and sporting pursuits. 
 
Stage 3, located north of the Gold Coast Aquatic Centre, commenced late 2014 
and includes reclamation of land for recreation and event space, environmental 
offsets, new boat ramp and car-trailer parking, finger pontoons and jetty, and 
accommodates the relocation of the Southport Amateur Fishing Club. 

 



 
 

 

Conrad Jupiter’s Casino – Upgrade 
 
The Gold Coast’s Jupiter’s Casino is starting work on a $345 million makeover to stay ahead of the game 
in the race for Queensland’s gaming crown. The project is expected to be finished by late 2017 – at 
least six months before the city hosts the 2018 Commonwealth Games. 
 
Experts are confident that this project will be a major tourism drawcard for the Gold Coast and that 
should have positive flow-on effects for any other businesses. 
 
The first phase of the Jupiter’s redevelopment, which will include a new resort pool, bar and outdoor 
dining terrace, should be finished by the end of the year while the gradual, but complete refurbishment 
of the building’s 592 existing hotel rooms is expected to take most of next year. 
 
The project would include the construction of a third bridge to the casino’s Broadbeach island while 
Jupiter’s also has scope for further hotel towers and entertainment promenades on site. The developer 
revealed details of a planned 17-storey six-star hotel at the Broadbeach casino which will feature some 
of Australia’s most luxurious accommodation. 
 
The 80-suite hotel, which will also include several gaming levels with floor-to-ceiling windows and 
ocean views as well as a rooftop entertainment precinct, is expected to open by late 2017, making it a 
significant milestone as the city prepares for the Commonwealth Games in April 2018. 
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